
CHRISTMAS.

Preparations for the Festival
Throughout the City.

HOLIDAY PIIESENTS.

What the Institutions and Stores
Are Doing.

GLAD TIDINGS OF GREAT JOY.

Once .gain old rather Tim., In bi. retiring course

brines us the great festival of Chri.tma* Lay.'3.... * r"".' """
la «... broad land with the progres. of
yean, The Puritan who shunned it »s »

Romish f.a-Wha. passed away, and now e^bis children/ who In their youth had no «MoctoUoii
with Christinas, encourage and participate in »t. cele¬
bration. H cornea to u. decked with eversreens an

burdened w,th r.ch viands, of which the poore.tmay
partake, if at no other season; and it bnn s

mirth and Joyful musio in iw train.

fctrong anticipations of deliSht tbe children
of to- lay, unlike the youngsters of tbe »
earlier davs, await tbe approach or the happy renW
that brings ibom recreation and relief from school day
tasks; that brings Santa Claus with hi. gift. he
welcome Cbristma. tree. It 1. tbe great home fes¬
tival, whose enjoyment is supposed to be enhanced
ir the prevalence of frost and .now without In
. milder climate than our. there 1. »
that "a green ChrlstmM makes a fat churchyard.
Whether ibis saying may have an application to us or

not, the feeling is very general, even with those w i

cannot bear the cold well, that deprived or snow wo

do not seem Tully to enjoy the holidays. But, instead
of growing severe a. we approach Christmas,
weather has of late been assuming a

aspect, li is gratifying to note the preparations that
on all sides herald the com.ng of Christ. naUl day
fhe member, of almost all the ^enomlnations of
Christians Join in decking out their churches with
wreath, and crosses and other emblems of immortal, y.
Hiey also augment their musical corps .o that grander

of rejoicing may go forth that day than on any
#L u'cSns^i^ippro^he. all avenues of trade in the

»"re lbnereraekc"uselldand ^p^tndge and wckxU
,1c and b.rds innumerable, bears andd°eer by the dozen bang at the doorway, of the re. au,

riuts Kor man's spiritual and physical :omT<ort "ittle
uuJoue ttiat should be done, softened by 'hotaueucesT.he time, the rich give liberally oljhoir.tore, that the poor and the unfortunate may ta*te tue

lovs ol tbe season.joys oi
TH( iHsnrmoss.

Frt"naive preparations bavo been made by the Lorn
m ssioiTers or Chariuea and Correction, to.ardprov^iug a substantial Cbristma. feaet for tb"!'* mlmber of pcr.ou. In thoir charge.Leven tons weight of poultry bare been

. ..Ji fe\r an A will be consumed by theWWinmatesn the different institutions controlled
to? The Comm issioners. The number mentioned isdi-

as iollows .3,«00 prisoners, 1,400 paupers, -,-uulunatics, r.ttOO children Ind l.HOO patle^ ^c'c aua
disabled But the poultry will not be all. Otter ran
tios will be provided to complete tbe feast b1otberewill be rejoicing for twenty-tour hours in the Island
ln u\UheJSowanirMi^o°ndNrr40 Sew flowery, the little

- n .t thfirfeast of turkey and mmc« pie as
keretofore but in order 10 enable the society to make

who remem^red . "rtS* they!their lifts of provision. a»d clothing, tuai in ),
1? lodi.-inus distribution of the same, may helpVo ward off in a measure the suffering.-oi the poor
children ol tbeir neighborhood. Fart of the a>
celebration will consist of rea-llnga and jec'Utions

S^ltyof a continuance ol past lavors is, therelore.
at once

aid wemrr.
An anneal 1. made on belialt oi the Children . AM

ssr »s

^i»v ifiokiDir to them ior help at lain seabou.

cT,;tm^\eiir.houldirr,nrrrner

1
K- ftVrdav Ihe "nuuli Christma. icstivai of tbeiaterltreet whMl ot the Children's A;d Society wa*
« ir---;'o,wr.syrss* Tnl*" ^ii'si niy-uve of tb« poorest children in the city
are iik«nare o? by *raTa. Seymour, tb, prtnc,-w" distributed among tbem wlnter cloth-

were suuk and several recitation* delivered.
tu* rOUSHLIXSB.

.At the Foundling Asylum In .Sixty-eighth street h
tween Lexington and Third avenues, a Christmas ree
w II oe provided, and the little ones will receive their
,f AtfheK.ve Honie of Industry elaborate prep-.rations are osually made for th.

E"' .;,na,0cl.d»5 .» IntMMHnB

xzrxu. and
afterward par- pat.

\
Hf«id » vo t>e given in costume. Visitors are ooraiauy
invited and contributions of books and toy^aon^ted.Beside, the dinners provided for tbe itwsbo). «
the different institution. *hat oce«lotialily uk* care of
the.e little wa.f. another fe.. will ^1them at MouMutn'. restaurant This Chnstmas ban
UUei IS the oRering of tbe Et>en\ng TeUgrcm.
These are but a few oi tne great man}

whose inmates will bare s.ihstautial reasons for wel¬
coming tb. Cbristma. lestivaL

BCTIKG TUB PKERENTS.
All the world ^emed to have been attracted to Sixth

.venue and Broadway yest«rday. There were thousand,
of people gazing into the .hop windows and thousand,
were waiting for a chance to do so No wonder. Tbe
.tore, were in tnelr beat dress, the.finext and rarc.t
pre.enta were on view. Nothing that the heart
could de.ire or tbe mind Imagine wa. absent.
Naturally, therefore, the admirtDg glance, of tbe multi¬
tude were wooed by them, and a crash wa. the cou.e-

quence. Only the energetic could get near enough to
effect a purchase. Not a .out wa. there who did not
ache to own more th.n tu possessor conld pay for, and
while Joy thrilled their heart, chagrin inter-
p<»cd to fill them with regret for their In
abiltty to gratify their deaire. It is UReleM, how-
ever, te .peculate on the contending feeling, or tho.e
who looked and longed in vain. We have only to re-
cord what they saw and again awaken the pang, that
hurt them during the preceding week. A. T. Stewart'.,
Richard Hears*', the item Brother.', Lissem'. Palai.
Royal, Altaian'.. O'Neill'., Arnold, Constable k Co 's
.nd Macy s were the emporium, uori cloaeiy observed
by the UaaaLO reporter yesterday. Th>> first was even
more than usually crowded. Indeed, It was filled with
Udle. and gentlemen. Carriages and splendid equip-
tgoe encircled it, and well dn:^ e i cr<>up? or w»altliy
persons choked the doorways, render 112 egress and in-

matters ot some i.tu -uity A. or yore,
A. 1. stkwaht .

tttr.ct. an enormou. custom and d^serv. d!y. The
t iperintendent, Mr. Jennings, car fully overlook, the
workings of the ?ast retail establishment at the corner
»f Broadway and Tenth street. He K.ndly put the re-

porter in tht w.iy of obtaining an explanation or the
mysteries ol tb.: w.veral departments in tht. great marl
or raabionaiile holiday ware. After roaming through
the labyrinth of dress good*, hosiery and millinery, the
vmltor was Impressed with the grandeur of the
display, and reached the conclusion that the silk*
were tbe finest In the market The gentleman in

ch.rge of tbi. branch offer, very cheap lots of blark
material, some of them imported and some which were
purchased at auction in this city |ar below their origi¬
nal value. Indeed, be said, the retail price, during
the holiday icaion are twenty live per cent lest than
they wer* In September, and he exemplified
li s statement by remark ng tlat tne finest
grades of I.yon* silks, of the best manufac¬
tures. were sold at Irnm k'i 10 tn « ?*rd

which marks an indisputableredaction
In the material or tints, « itMl,
evening costumes, the silk tsdispoeed of at p y
io« from $1 la upward Then, too, there are
invoice*of American and imported good*i giveni»» .*_"'*
ana U » vard. Originally these were worth nearly >3 a
vard. the <tar* fashionable Bhade* are also'Irked "own. In fancy Mr Stowar
offer, excellent g.»ods at alxtjr cent* a yard
and upward, and it may be aaid iu this
connection that these fooda are the cheapest ever pre¬
sented to the public. Light grenadines, <auie« and
tissue* lor evening costumes aro tendered a* low a* so
r ills a yard, or half what was formerly asked for
tb.«m Then, too, there is a large moclc of
the best designs of brocade*, dentate and mat-
elaa.-e which is now being sold at a marvel¬
lously reduced rate. While silks are nearest to
the leruale heart, lurniahing good* for gentlemen have
a strong claim on the public, lu this line »'
Stewart's everybody, even the moat fastidious,
niiv lie gratified. Kobe* dee ohambr* for the ex-
nuisi'e* of New York in brocade of silk, and the lead¬
ing color? ac t stvlea are cheaply oflored by the sales¬
men in this particular department. So also are mate-
la»se jackets .md navy biue, seal brownpum.blak,
with silver #ud gold tensils, lined with si k J^oughouto match. Kor holiday use there are gentletnen a Uand
kerchiefs, with plain and initial border*; Alexander
kids, of one and two butu>ua, to be u
stowed by admiring maidens ou l,ir,. i,ressfriends as marks of esteem and ClinrtmWhlr U -

ing ciu.es and toilet articles of choicest fabric and
manufacture, umbrellas celebrated as being tho»«»of
Martin andSasgster, with the perfumeries of Lub u
and Uerlang.* and thoae lamed as the bejeturs of
sweetest odSrs, invite attention and indite to friend*ill beat they'may expend a tew dollars upon a young
gentleman at Una aeaaon. There are be.idos lh.se
be Joiuvlllo scarfs, hosiery, shirts of most elegant
make cardi.'in and billiard jackets, and everything
in the nio-t approved style that could be amiired by the
uiost fastidious young swell about town, lhey *re 3U',Jcheaply and in "great demand. Hut, having glanced at
the dearest of little bonnets, swevient ol millinery,
uuii all the mysteries appertaining to lovely
woman's toilet, the shawl department, under the
guidance of .-auve Mr. Major, mvite<l the most careful
aiil astound.ng inspection. There were shawls,
anl shawls of fabulous value and texture. 'b®y
bave been imported from India, and are marvels of
color and beauty. It would puzzle a purchaser with
plenty of mooey to select from them that which la
best. Kach is best until something else is shown.
Thore is, for example, the latest style, known as the
Cheeta Indian fhaw., cashmere, camels' hair and most
ingeniously tinted and woven. Then there is the ac¬
tual vallev cashmere, of finest make, worth all the way
trom to $a,OK>. This garment, it U way be
so called, is a gem in itee if, being in reality four shawls.
That is, a.lady, ftie fortnuate possessor of one, can turn
it each time she dons it, so as to make hor mends
believe that she has four cashmere shawls.
There are no Una than fimr different pat¬
tern* woven into each of these wondrous
shawls. They are expensive, but one may bo par¬
doned lor saying that they also seem to be invaluable.
Yet there have been and are one or two ladies woalthy
and extravagant enough in this city, according to Mr.
Major, to use them as carriage lootwrapa. He said
that one to whom he sold a $i>,iO(J shawl uses It now for
that purpose to-day. Happy she I Then, too, a gentle¬
man gave $1,»00 yesterday aiternoon for one of the*e
shawls which he sent to hia lady love, it is pre¬
sumed, as a Christmas present. So there is another
"happy she." But less blissfully endowed mor¬
tals have been forced to content themselves with the
Dacca shawl, also Iroiu Hindustan, which can be ob¬
tained at A. T. Stewart's, at pneos ranging all the way
from $15 to S.'hh), and should those bo too dear, why.
anybody '*buy hia aweetlieart a pretty Scotch plaid
at a very reasonable figure. In cloth goods
such as sacks, French shape, half fitting
back long, loose pointed fronts, single
and double trimmed, with Tilan braid, siik and fur and
others in colors, in silk and fur llued, there are great
bargains. Circular* trimmed with silver beaver, (ox
and Alaska sables; opera capes, dolman shape, hand¬
somely embroidered, trimmed with fringe and a com¬
bination ol velvet and silk, likewise dolman shape,
decorated with maribeau feathers, are displayed on the
second floor of Mr. Stewart's establishment and marked
at very low prices indeed. Besides thete elegant
wares are bewitching suits lor every hour in tho day,
of every hue.tea rose, blue, light green and pearl-
in the hands of careful ladies, who have been in¬
structed to dispose of them moderately, at about I'.oO
apiece. A volume might be written on Stewart *
holiday stock without doing it that justice to which it
is really entitled. On Sixth avenue is the house of

Til* STKRH BROTHBK8.
who have as fine a stock on hand as any firm In the
ciiv. They are importers and retailers, at Nob. £J1,
3^1 and IMS Sixth avenue, not far -Iroin Twenty-third
street. Yesterday aitcriionu their establishment was
actuallv more crowded by tha finest ladies in this city
than nine tenths ot the other places in our
great thoroughtares. The young lady *>ales-
women were kept as busy as they could be
and the cas h girls were flitting to and fro bowildenngly.
The specialties ol (bis firm just now may bo thus desig¬
nated Good cuatomers, prompt attention and capital
merchandise. As an indication of the latter may b*
mentioned the Parisian and Yienneso fancy good3,
smoking sets, oxidized and gilt goods, Jewel cases,
inkstands, toilet cases, portenionnaies, ltus-
sia leather articles, an elegant collection or
line Parisian fans, or entirely new design
in painting Pretty bijouterie and articles or venu,
gilt silver and inlaid shell*, real and Imitation laces,
cape* and streamer*, Dutches* ties and ends; Couro-
visior's celebrated Parisian kid gloves. Lupin's and
Windsor ol different colors and style* and a thousand
and one things in great demand at this season of the
vear Besides the above should be nouced the
splendid collection of ribbons, silk handkerchiels. j
mufflers, gentlemen's furnishing goods, ladles
hoziery and trillos such as are best adapted for hoi.day
present*. Tho crush at Stern's was very greut, yet it
was no "reater, the reporter was informed, than it had
been during the previous week. Mr. Stern remarked
upon tho class of customers that were at that
moment attending his store. It was such as uauaily
comes to buy, not to gratuy mere idle curiosity.

AT RICHARD MKARKN,
lower down the avenue, near Nineteenth street, at No.
307* there was tho same busy, stirring scene. The
plaea was thronged by ladies and gentle-
m. n and thev were lor the mo«t part
purchaser*. The help had scarcely a moment to them¬
selves but wero engaged ail the time. Certainly the
very b'ne collection ol goods warranted this popularity,
and one mmht .be pardoned lor specially
indicating the palpab.e excellence of the ladies'
lurmslilug and outfitting ^department. Th* mere
enumeration ol tha different srticles to
oe had at Mr Mearea' would take more space than any
one Journal at the present time can really spare. There
are large assortments of elegant costumes of the latest
designs varying in value Iroui $oO to (IIUO each. There
are silk costumes, suitable tor carriage, dinner and
evening dress, worth trom |6tf to $JT*. Also Cashmere
and silk suits of all colors, very stylishly made, and
costing only I'Jft and $:»». Swiss adits of good make
*nd fine fabric, trimmed with laco, aae sold for
810 and I'JU, and trimmed hata. from the hands
of the most celebrated Parisian modistes, are marked
down as low in $'J0 or $:«. This house imports largely
in silks, making it a rule to have the newest shade*
when first they are introduced. Colored gros grain is
aold by Mr Mearea at this time a* low as $1 26 and as
high a.- $- 50 per yard. Besides these special features,
there were exhibited yesterday dress goods in every vari¬
ety many having been imported and purchased lor spe¬
cial holiday trade, to be disposed of at prices ranging trom
fifteen to fifty cents a yard. In thia connection it
would be lust to remark I his preparation iu the way of
laving in a good slock for tho season wa* made by
the head ol the firm to secure such articles as would
be most suitable for holiday presents. There are the
Chancellor, the Crocdmoor, the Argyle scarl* for gen¬
tlemen. in different colors, at $1. $1 35 and $1 50 each.
Beautiful silk handkerchiefs are sold at sixty-
five seventy fivu and eighty eight cents eaiih.
There are also the different varletiea of fine laces in
point, point d aopli'iue thread and the fashionable
white cashmere laces They are sold at .IS cents and
11 a yard The assortment of ties for ladies is very
large and fino and the class ofcustomers such as might
be desired by any firm in the city. Mr. Mean s la sell¬
ing his stock of toys at a great reduction to close them
out, and he saya ho does not intend keeping any but
the finest class of good* after this season.

AT THB PAI.A1M ROYAL,
corner of Broadway and Fourte«nih street, Mr. I.ta*-
ner's elegant fancy goods store, there is a grand display
of splendid wares eminently suitable for tioliuay pres¬
ent* The collection of tans 1* remarkably uulque. They
are of pearl, ivory, ebony, and white ostrich feathers
with amber shell sticks. Chatelaine watches in cryual
balls shell eb«>ny and *llver are pretty thinns, cheaply
aold and really valuable. The assortment of shell goods,
auch as wta of necklace®, pendants neatly carved, couibs
Imported from Naples, card cases, work boxes, tablets,
pocketbooks, cigar cases and match safes, are of the
very best f|uality. The ivory dressing aaes, jewolrj,
toilet ornamenta, bronxes, Bsissiau leather artlclea,
opera glasses, albums, tine French dolls, mechanical
toys, belta, cinciures and articles of rire merit are dis¬
posed of at very low figures. All thes* things have
been attracting general notice, as may be attested
by the crowds of pe«ple who gaze through
the windows daily and till the store. The sales¬
women have as much as they enn do to fill the orders
pouring In upon them momentarily, and yet every
purchaser goes away satisfied. One leature of this es¬
tablishment Is the promptitude and courtesy with
which everybody is waited on. and the desire to please
and accommodate evinced by the proprietor.

CHRISTMAS AT THK CCHTOM HOTTBK.
The Custom IIou** will be closed on Chnstmaa Day,

save between the hour* of nine and ten A. M , for the
eutranco and clearance of vesaela

INSTITUTION FOIi THE BLIND.

At a meeting held yesterday afternoon by tho«e in

tereated in the Institution for the Blind, located at the
corner of Thirty-fourth atreet and Ninth avenue, tho fol¬
lowing gentlemen were elected mans'era for tho ensuing
year:.Augustus flehell, Roberts Hone, D. LydigSuy-
dirn, Nathaniel P. Hossck, Theodorua Bailey Myer*,
John Treat Irving, Jamea M. McLean, Alexander \ an

Rensaelaer, Smith Cllft, William Whltewright, Jr.;
William C. Schermerhorn, Charlea De P.ham, Francis A.
Btout, William B Hoffman, t. A ftchermerhorn PetorMarii?, Frederick w KhineUnder, Frederick Sheldon,
Chandler Bobbins and Charles ft. Strong.

OUTDOOR CHARITY.
The Commit on»r* of Charities and Correction yes¬

terday adopted the following resolution, which will ex¬

plain Itself i.
Rasolrert, ThM ths »*penm*n» made i»f giving the

nerewiarist »f life to th® ouwinor poor, luitead af tauuej or
or<l*ra «o tier**, u liaretofnr* duos.

BOARD OF EDUCATION.

LAST MEETING OF THE *EAB-8TJCCE8» OF THE

NAUTICAL SCHOOL.THE PUBLIC BCHOOL8 AND

THEIB
The Board of Education held an adjourned meeting

yesterday afternoon. Mr. W. H. Kelson |>ru»iding.
Tiiere «tm a full attendance. The mlnutea ot the pre¬
vious meeting having been approved, aeveral comrau-
niiations wore read.
the chairman announced that the holldaya for the

school* would commence to morrow and termination
January 'A
A communication wis read from the Comptroller s

Department assigning the premises on the southeast
corner of Lexington avenue and Sixty eighth street to
the Board ot Education lor a grammar or primary
school.
Commissioner Wetmore Introduced a resolution

providing for the use of a piano on ihe nautical school-
ship St. Marys.
Commissioner Patterson said the idea was absurd.
Commissioner Wetmore submitted that the youths

flow being educated would be elevated by the moral
love whicn music was sure to create.
Commissioner l'aitersou.The youths arc taught only

to handle ropes, and with tar on their hands sailors
would look ntce playing pianos.
Commissioner Wetmore.'The object was not to

teach them the piano. Sailors as a general thing can
sing. aud It is certainly better that they should bo
taught to sing good songs than that they should loam
bad oues, which they are apt to do.

Alter some discussion the resolution was adopted,
having been warmly advocated by Commissioner Wood.

I'ROGBESK OF THE NAUTICAL SCHOOL.
Commissioner Wetmore submitted lor the informa-

tiou ot the Hoard the report of u committee appointed
in connection with the Chamber of Commerce, in ref-
erence to the Nautical School. It set forth that on the
day appointed lor inspection and examination they
(ound the St. Marys clean and well ventilated and that
there were good arrangements for the comfort and care
of the scholars; that the Superintendent Commander,
H. 1. Phvthian, of the United States Navy, was a gen-
-tinman of experien'-e at the Naval Academy, and his
assistants. Lieutenant Commandor George H. Wadleigh,
Lieutenant G. W. Do Long (whose daring feats in the
Arctic regions mav readily bo remembered) and Lleu-
tenant H. W. Jaques, were graduates of that institution
and were well tilted for their present duties. The re-
port spoke In the most eulogistic terras of the scholars,
their general efficiency aud discipline.
A vote of thanks was passed unanimously to the

Chief Clerk, Mr Lawrence D. Kieruan, for the unremit¬
ting attention and ability which he had displayed dur¬
ing his multitudinous and laborious duties during the
5
A vote of thanks was also tendered to Mr. John Da-

venport, the Auditor of the Board
The Chairman, Mr. Nellson, responded pleasantly and

with feeling to a unanimous vote.

A SCHOOL RECEPTION.
The primary department of Grammar School No. 68,

In l2Xth street, near Sixth avenue, gave its closing exer-
cises yesterday morning, in presence ol a large number
of visitors, who' appeared to taKe a livoly interest In
the proceedings. The programme afTorded the pupils a

chance to distinguish themselves, and also gave proof
of the groat care with which they had been trained.
There were choruses, solos, recitations, a charade, the
distribution of rolls of honor and prizes, as well asi ad_dresses by friends of the school. The aflair passed oil
most etijoyably.
THE WATER STREET SCHOOL.

The schoolroom corner of Dover and Water streets
was yesterday filled with about seventy of the poorest
aud worst clad children In the Fourth ward. The occa-
sion was the Christmas festival, and the little children
made every endeavor to look clean il not handsome. A
number of friends of the principal, Mrs. S. A. Seymour,
and of the school were present to witness the exer-

cises. The little g.rls aged fr>m three to thirteen
years, were decorated with paper scarfs and hpad bands,
and after partaking of a r"»4 wa.«h In the schoolroom
made a favorable appearaace ^The boys, of course,
appeared In their u-ual tostume, shoeless,
shirtless and without gear. When **r'
Dnpuy opened tho programme with a short
address each little heart leaped with delight, lor be-
fore thetn was a Christmas tree laden with clothing,
toys and candy. Their singing and recitations were
very good, and at the clone cach little hand was pre¬
sented to receive the coveted prize. The distribution
ol the presents was a scene never to be lorgotten, as,
in tact, the little ones thought more of their Stock¬
ings, pants, shirts and jackets than they did of tho
candies aud toys. Among the visitors *»ere Mrs. John-
sou, of Staten Island; Mrs. Rev. C. L. Brace, Mrs. ft.
Storms, Mrs. J. L. Smith, Mrs. M. Leary, Mrs. Sarah
Maeiarrau, Mrs. J. Smith and brother, and many
others, all lriends to the school.'

CHARITY COMMISSIONERS. .

The above Commissioners are now making a thorough
private investigation' of tho several Institutions under
their jurisdiction, with a vlow to bringing about bettor dis¬
cipline among the officers aud a more stringent enforce¬
ment of the rules. It seems that for some time the
Workhouse and one or two other departments have
had in reality no head. In laet, the present officer in
charge of the Workhouse is the engineer
of that Institution. It seems that there
has been a groat deal of insubordination,
owing to the Tact that keejwrs, being pets of tho sev-
eral Commissioners by whom they were appointed,
defy tho wardens, and thereby cause a great deal of
dissatisfaction. Were the wardens nllowed the ap¬
pointment of their own keepers and held responsible
lor the same escapes among the prisoners would be
less frequent. During the past week the Commission-
era have been obliged to dismiss two keepers for allow¬
ing prisoners to osrape. They now be^in to see that
they must take some action to obviate this difficulty,
or the Legislature will do It for them.

WASHINGTON IRVING'S MONUMENT.
The ladies who have associated themselvos together

for the patriotic purposo of erecting a monument to tho
memory or America's favorite author, W ashington Irv¬
ing, are receiving hearty responses Irom many parts or
the country and meeting with fair success in collecting
funda The association was initiated by ladles of New
York, Westchester and Kings counties, Mrs. E. K.
Wait, tho present Secretury, being among the first to
move in this truly national undertaking. The several
committees am made up from tho best circles of our
metropolitan and national society. The following la-
dies compose the Executive Committee:.Mrs. B. II.
Van Auken. Mrs. Algernon S. Sullivan, Mrs. M. E. Win¬
chester Mrs. Governor Henry Howard, Providcnce,
K. I Mrs. Dr. W. O. McDonald, Mrs.
E ¥.' Wait, Mrs. C. W. Cornell and Mrs.
C. K. Garrison. The General Comiuitteo contains the
names of twenty-five ladies ol distinction in New York,
Hrooklyu. Croton, Sing Sing, Scarborough, lrvington,
Fordham, New Brighton, Washington, I». C.; St. Louts,
Mo and elsewhere. The honorary committee of gen¬
tlemen who have signified their willingness to act com¬
prise such names as William Cullun Bryant, Governor
Tilden Thurlow Weed, Peter Cooper, Major General
Hancock. Cornelius Vanderbilt, Mayor Wickham, Secre¬
tary Fish, Ralph Waldo Emerson, Governor Henry
Howard, of Rhode Island, and many others.
Ex Mayor Gunther has sent in a liberal donation.

Mr Jav Gould contributed $250 and Mr. Jefferson, theinimitable Rip Van Winkle, has given $a<K), which Is
lodged in the hands ol Mr. Tiffany as treasurer. Mrs.
George W. Curtis,.Mrs. Livingston Satterlee and other
ladiss of Staten Island are lending a hand to the good
*
As staled on a former occasion in these columns, it

has been decided to raise a lund of $26,000; and instead
of erecting a colossal bust, as was first proposed, a full
length statue of the great Irving will soon grace Cen¬
tral Park. Nevertheless, a broiwd copy of the gr?-at
bust, as nt first intended to be east, will be placed on
exhibition next year at Philadelphia.
The Secretary ol the Ladles' Association has written

to Queen Victoria, tho ex-Empress Eugenie, tho poet
T< nnyson and other distinguished personages; rightly
believing that If Americans are to contnhuto toward
a monument lor Lord Byron, it is not too much to ex¬
pect a return of the compliment from Englishmen in
the present caae.

OTHER WORLDS THAN OURS.

To ths Editor or th« Herald:.
In his lecture last night on the alwive subject Profei-

.or Proctor gives it as his opinion that Jupiter is not
In hah'ted by life liko ours Of course this Is an uude-
utable fact when wo comn to consider Jupiter's physi¬
cal constriction, but still this docs not quash the theory
of the plurality of worlds. When we analyze our own

construction as living beings we find that we am made
in exact accordance with the physical construction of
the planet fcartk If the sun gave out double its ac¬

customed beat and light, or If our atmospheric pres¬
sure was more than it lsr life like ours would cease, but
It does not follow that the world would be devoid of in-
habitants. We have dally proof that heat and eloc-
tricity will produce life everywhere. Therefore I say
there Is no legitimate argument to prove that Jupiter
is not inhabited by beings with souls. They may be
giantlike and mighty in their form, perhaps of a dlUcr-
ent color than ua, aud formed In aecordanco with Jupl-
tor's attraction of gravity, as we are lormed In accord-

I ance with the earth's. They miy ba far more wise
than us, and they may live to be hundreds of years of
aire. Thev may be far richer than us in ifW gilts of
knowledge, and they may live in perfect harmony and
bliss. I think, when we survey the heavens and find
no many worlds constructed on the same si ale as ours
(though some are far more grand), receiving their
share of beat and light from the sun and revolving1 around the central power from the same cause that
rules ua, we have a perfect right to believe that life
even morn grand than ours exists there. Ihe longer
w« study agronomy the more fully we become con¬
vinced that such is the ease if we art d.s-
carl superstition Yoars, 4c., ruoiiAd DEAN.
New Yoaa. Dec. 22. 1874.

HOLIDAY LITERATURE.
A Glance at the Gift Books o!

the Season.

The Publications of All tlie
Leading- Houses.

Books for the Pocket and to Suit
Everybody's Pocket.

If any man be bold enough to My that wo ara not a

reaityng public he need only glance In at the windows
of any of our book stores to see what a misstatement
he has made. Crowds of people elbow one another
around the book lined counters and all the stores have
had to put on large extra forces of clerks and keep open
through the evening. One gentleman bought $3,000
worth of books in one afternoon at a popular Broadway
¦tore, and was almost ready to weep when he saw what
.little way toward founding a library his purchases
went. There are few more attractive Christmas prea-
onts than books; they uro the best of frWnd*. It la a
littlo singular that people leave the delicate task o^
solecting thoso treasures until tha week of Christmaa
and often until the very day before. If they only began
earlier they could take their time to it. It may bo
that they liko the excitement of buying In a crowd;
there la something in that, Pcopla always attract

people. It Is pleasant to be wedged in between smiling
faces and to hear the general hum of holiday talk float,
lug through a well tilled store.
The publishers hava done everything this year to

tempt the nimble sixpence, and he must bo a miserly
old fellow, Indeed, who can resist the attractions spread
before him. There are not so very many books gotten
up expressly for holiday sale, with everything on the
outside and nothing between the covers, this year.
Hooks that should ilnd a market on their own merits
are offered, and bindiug has become such a fine art that
almost every book that looks np at you from the coun-

ters or out at you from the shelves is made attractive
by its Uatelul cover.

HAJLPKR a BKOTBIKS
make no especial holiday announcements, but they
offer some uuusually tempting books at this season

Mus Virginia W. Johnson's "Catsklll Fairies" in one of
the most charming books of fairy lore we have met
with in a long time. It peoples the Catskill Moun¬
tains with wonderful littlo people, who promise to be¬
come roal to the girls and boys who read the book.
Joseph Rodman Drake was the Urst in this Cold, which
Is now in the hands of Miss Johnson alona The book
Is profusely illustrated by Alfred Fredericks. Will
Carleton's "Farm Legends" are gotten up handsomely
enough to be ranked among holiday books. Fifty
thousand coplo* of this book have been sold, although
It has been out but a short tlma The booklsillus-
tratod by designs by Rulnhari. SoL Eyiitiga, Jr., K
A. Abbey and others. This firm has also ready the
first volume of John Forster'a much talked of "Life of
Dean Swift," handsomely bound aud.oh, rara luxury
to the unhurried readorl.with uncut leaves. This vo 1-
ume is said to oe of higher lltorary excellence than
the "Life of Dickens," by tho sume author. Beside*
this In the biographical line is tho very entertaining
"Life of the Rev. John Todd," told mainly by himself,
and Castclar's "Life of Lord Byron." For those in-
tcrcstod In Bible history there is Newman's "Babylon
and Nineveh," being a history of the thrones and
palaces of Babylon and Nineveh, from the
Persian Gulf to the Mediterranean Sea,
and Van Lennep's "Bible I.anda" This latter
is certainly a very Interesting and attractive
book. It contains 800 illustrations and is handsomely
bound. It is so lull a book as scarcely to omit any in¬

teresting fact in the field which it covers. The Urst
part deals with customs which have their origin in the
physical features of Bible lands, and tho second part
with those that have an historical origin. The stylo
has the freshness and flavor of ono who writes from
personal observation. Now facts aro stirred in with
the old.incidents which carry tho charm of an East¬
ern tale. Tho physical characteristics of tho coun¬

tries, the products, methods of cultivation, animals,
with a description of the people and thoir domestic^
social and religious life and institutions, all find a place
In this book. It has been prepared with great care,
and may be relied upon for accuaucy. Altogether it la
a book which Bible students will welcome and prlz&
General Doublcday's "Reminiscences of Forts Sum¬

ter and Moultrie In 1860-61" must be countcd among
the holiday publications. The most attractive an-

nouncemont that Harper's Monthly makes for the
New \ ear is of George Eliot's now novol, which is said
to be a portrayal of English social life of the present
day. The Weekly promises a serial by R D. Black-
more and one by Miss Thackeray. The Bazar will
print stones by F. W. Robinson and Miss Braddon.

BCRIBNIR, ARMSTItOSO k CO.

This Is Scribner, Armstrong k Co.'s first holiday
season in their new home, and a beautiful place it is

Notwithstanding the groat size of tho store, it is full
to overflowing all day long, so that it has to be kept
open during tho ovenings of this holiday season, and offer
a fine line of fancy goods as well as books. The most

noteworthy of this firm's holiday books Is Rousselot's
"India and Its Native-Princes," which has been re-
viewed at length In these columns. A more elegant
book typographically, Illustratively and In binding it
would be hard to find. The book was bound in New
York, and is a much finer specimen of the binder's art
than the English edition. The "New Day," by Richard
Watson Gilder, with its flamo of peacock's feathers on

the cover and the delicate designs insMt, not to men-
tion tho poem Itself, Is a tempting little Christmas
gift Then there is Dr. Holland's " Sevenoaks,"
of which 40,000 copies have already been sold; and
a new edition of the always popular " Hans Brinkcr,"
by Mrs. Mary Mapes Dodge, editor of St.
Nicholas. Tins book has had several Eng¬
lish editions aud been translated into French
and Dutch, and wasn't it one ot the first books that
stared out of a shop window at Mrs. Dodge, when
travelling through Holland last year? A new volume,
by Mr. Frank R. Stockton, "Talos out of School," is
one of the most attractive juveniles of the year. Mr.
Stockton knows Just bow to amuse the young folks,
and the old ones, too. His books abound In quiet
humor, and are of absorbing interest. Among the
earlior publications of this firm, which still hold their I
own among holiday books, are Dr. Holland's "Kaih-
rlna" and "Bitter Sweot," in the Illustrated editions;
l'oochett's valuable work, "The Universe," and the
standard histories of Froude, Motnmsen and Curtlus,
with the works of Whitney, Marsh, Max Muller, Ik
Marvel, Ac., in fine bindings, as are "Lange's Common^
tary" and "Tho Speaker's Commentary." Tho ton
first volumes of the brio-a-brac series, of which
over 70,(^)0 copies have been sold during the past two

years, have been handsomely bound In vellum and half
v'lum, and ar* aold together, in a neat case. Bound
volumes of Acribner'i Monthly and St. Nicholas may be
found on the counters of this store. Profusely illus¬
trated editionsol Jules Verne's "Mystorious Island," in

two volumes, tempt the wonder loving boy sad gi'rL
Scribner, Wclford A Armstrong take the lover of

fine books by storm with an elegant edition ot "Dord'e
Spain," which contains 120 fall page Illustration* and
a number of smaller wood cuts by the gifted FrenMi-
man. Another foaullful book la the Canova volume,
with 150 plates In outline after this famous sculptor.'
The "Chandos Poets" aud other standards aro among
the books bearing tha imprint of this house, one of
whose specialties is the "Roso Library of the Popular
Literature of All Countries," aold at ilia vary low br»^
of 4Uy cents per volume. .1 ****

it. APi'Lrro* a co.
Tue piece de returnee ot the house of Appleton la

I.acroix's The Eighteenth Century: Its Institutions
Customs and Costumes. Franco lu 1700.1789 " nius'
trated with twenty one chromo lithographs and 361
wood engravings, alter Watteau. Vanloo. Rlgaud Bou-
ehor, I<ancret, J. Vernet, Chardln, Je^urat, Hcauchar
don, Saint-Aubin, Eisen, Gravelotte, Moreau and
others. Polychromatic ornament Another hand¬
some volume is .Shakespeare's "Midsummer Night's
Dream," illustrated by Alfred Fredericks. The
'¦English Poets," twelve essavs by Joseph
Gael wick, author of "German Poets," Is an attractive
volume. It is Illustrated with twolvo photogranblo
portrait*, anmng winch we find our own Longrollow
Among other new gift books we find the "Amazon and
Madeira Rivera," sketches and descriptions from the
note book of an explorer by Frani Keller, with
sixiy-olgiii illustrations; "Japan and the Japanese"
by Aiuni Humbert, illustrated by Aimd Humbert,
late Envoy Kxtraordlnary and Minister Plenipotentiary
to the Mwias Confederation, translated by Mrs. Cashel
Hoev, and edited by H Hates, Assistant Secretary to
the Royal Geographical Society, and a now and cheaper
edition of Francis Way's "Roma," illustrated with 844
"unaviuirs on wood, and a tilan of Roma «iik la.

trodoctlon by W W. Story. The pnblliher* look
upon "Picture America" a* au appropriate holi-
day gift It Is ptfvlished la two Imperial quarto vol-
umea and handsomely bound. Even the "American
Cvclop.adia" puU on a festive look and offer* Itaelf up
as a holiday sacrifice. It would be an uncommonlyhandsome present, as It is a complete library in itHulC
The "Art Journal" for 1876 Is not a bad Christmas
gift. It toutaius thirty tlx steal engravings and HJ
wood engravings.

o. p. pi-tsah's soxa.
The Puteams offer a tine lot of children's books,

among them "The Big Brother," by George Cary
hgglestou, a book full of adventure; Mrs. Johnson's
" Koddy's Kealitius," an oll'set to "Roddy's Ro¬
mances;" "The History of My friends," translated
from the Preach and prettily Illustrated, and "The
Realm of the Ice King." Besides these they have a
new edition of "Moontolk," one of the moat attractive
of last year's story books. This firm has on hand
some tine editlous ol frving's works, of which they are
the publishers. The "Brief Biographies" make goodChristmas presents, and, by way of tins arts, what
could be prettier than Mrs. Graatorex's etchings of "Old
New York, from the Battery to Bioomin^ilale," In
thirty ctchingsf Auother art book Is the "American
Laudscape Gallory," of steel engravings A uow edi¬
tion of Bryant's "Among the Trees" Is ready for the
poetically inclined, and the travelling miad will revel
in tho "Abode o! .Snow" aud "Travels in Portugal."

¦ACHILLA* a CO.
There la a calm and classic air about the bouse of

Macmillan & Co. You know when you run your eye
over their list of publications that you are pretty sure
not to Hod anything that the man of culture would not
want in his library. The newest holiday book of this
bouse is the "Correggio Gallery," Iroin the German ot
Dr. Julius Meyer, director of ihe Royal Gallery, Berllu,
edited, with an Introduction, by Mrs. Heaton, with
twenty Woodbury type illustrations. Untlorm with
this aro "Michael Angelo Buonarottl, Sculptor, l'aiuter,
Architect;" the story of his life and labors, by C. C.
Black, M. A., Illustrated with twonty Woodbury type
reproductions of bis most Important works. "Leon¬
ardo da Ylnct and His Works," by Mrs. Charles
lleaton and C. 0. Black, M. A., with twenty Woodbury
typo Illustrations, and "Raphael ol Crbino and His
Father, Giovanni Santl," by J. I). P.issavant, formerly
director of the Museum at Frankfort, with twenty
Woodbury type illustrations.

"Str Joshua Reynolds as a Portrait Painter" is an
elegant collection of a series of portraits of distin¬
guished beauties of the Court ol George III.
"Wolf's Wild Anltnals" is cne of the most
elaborate and most costly holiday books Uiat
we have seen. It consists of a series of pictures do-
signed by Joseph Wolf, and engraved by the Messrs.
Whyinper, with lottor press by D. G. Elliot. Large
paper copy, with proofs before letters of the illustra¬
tions, in royal folio, French morocco, published and
hand-tooled by J. B. Ilarwoa, of Cambridge, England.
Ono of the most entertaining books published in a long
time ia "Holland House/' by tho Princess Marie Liech¬
tenstein, with live steel engravings by C. H. Jeens, and
numerous illustrations by Delamolte, engraved ou
wood by J. I). Cooper, Jewitt and others. The large
paper edition contains forty additional Illustrations by
the Woodbury process, and India proofs of steel en¬

gravings. No one can lorm any idea of the beauties
of "Holland House" without soeuig these pictures, and
even then it is hard to believe that such a fairy palace,
surrounded by eighty acres of land, is to be lound in
the heart el Loudon. The Marquis of Lome's "Gnido
and Lita" illustrated by the Princess Louise, may be
reckoned among holiday books. The Idea of this noble
couple making a book together is quite romantic.
Masson'a "Milton," Jowetl's "Plato," Van Rauke's
"England" and Freeman's '"Norman Conquest" may
be enumerated among the indispensable standards.
The "History of Dramatic Literature to tho Death of
Queen Anno," by A. W. Ward, M. A., Professor of His-
tory and English Literature in Owen's College, Man¬
chester, Is an invaluable book to tho general reader as
well as to tho student.

a. r. ncTrox a CO.
A pretty little edition of Faber's hymns Is about as

enticing a book as K. P. Dutton & Co. have published
for some time. For the children they have "Frisk and
His Flock," of the "Pussie Tipton" series, by Mrs.
Sandford. This book has a remarkably gay and prttty
cover, which the children cannot fall to admire. "The
Haven Children," by Kmille Foster, tells of the frolics
at the funny old house In a tunny old street; and
"Stumps" and "From Seven to Seventeen" are not
without their fascinations. This firm keep a lull line
of James R. Osgood ii Co.'s books, which aje unusually
tempting this year.

HCRD a HOOOHTOX.
Ono of the most delightful books of the year is pub¬

lished by this firm, aud is Mr. John Burroughs' "Win¬
ter Sunshine." 'Ihe book 18 well annied, lor It is as
bright aud invigorating as the rays ol the December
gun. It is an out-of-door book anil by a keen student
of nature. Another bright book is Mr. Scudder's "Do¬
ings of tho Bodiey Family. In Town and Country." The
children have only to see Mr. Scudder's name on a hook
to cry lor it This Qrm has now ready the "Familiar
Letters of John Adams and His Wife, Abigail Adams,
During the Revolution, with a Memoir of Her," by
Charles Francis Adams. This volume is not without a
centennial flavor. The same flavor clings to "The Ger¬
man Element in tba War of American Independence,"
by George Washington Greene. "A Glimpse at the
Art In Japan," by James Jackson Jarves, is a book sure
to attract attention at this tluie, when Japanese art is
so popular. Mr. A. p_. Russell's "Library Notes" is one
of those delightful books that can be taken up at any
time andjpp£»od anywhere, for the rcador is sure of
alighting tipdn something witty or wiaa.

J. W. BOl'TOX.
Mr. J. W Bouton turns the head of the book lover

with bis "Monumental Christianity," by tho Kev. John
P. Landy, which treats of the art aud symbolism of the
primitive Church as wimessea and touchers of the one
Catholic faith and practice. Tho book contains over
200 Illustrations, with several largo folding plates, and
is beautifully printed on superior paper and tastefully
bound in cloth and moroccu This unique volnme has
met with the most flatteriug reception, and the pub¬
lisher is now getting out a second edition. The follow¬
ing are some or the most attracuvo of Mr. Bouton's im¬

portations:."Examples ot Modern Etching, edited,
with notes, by Philip Gilbert Hainerton, editor of the
Portfolio. Twenty plates, by Balfourier, Bodmer,
Bracquemond, Chattock, Flameng, Fevrin Perrin, Sey¬
mour Haden, Hainerton, Hosaeltine, Lu^-uillermln, La-
lanno, Legros. Luc*a, Palmer, Rajon, Veyrassat. &e.,
beautifully printed on heavy papor and tastefully bound
in cloth, full gilt. Among the contents of th:s choice
volume may be mentioned, "The Laughing Portrait of
Rembrandt," by Flameng: "Twickenham Church," by
Seymour Haden; "Aged Spaniard," by Legros; "The
Hare.A Misty Morning," by Bracquemond; "Tho
Thames at Richmond." by Lalanne; "The Kerryboat,"
by Veyrasaat, Ac. "Etchings from the National Gal¬
lery," a series of eighteen choice plates by Flameng,
Le Rat, Rajon, Wise, Waltncr, Brunei Debainea, Gau-
cbereL, Richoton, <tc., after the paintings by Masaccio,
Bellini, Giorgione, Moroni, Mantegna, Velasquez,
Rembrandt, Cuyp, Maes, Ilobbciua, Reynolds,
Gainsborough, Turner and I-andseer, with notes
by Ralph N. Wornum (keeper of the National
Gallery). Tho text is handsomely printed on heavy
paper and tastefully bound In cloth, full gilt. The
volume offers several ot tlio most notaule of recently
executed plates, among others the "Portrait of Rutn-
brandt," by Waltner; "The Parish Clerk," after
Gainsborough, by the same etcher; "The Burial ot
W'.lkle," after Turner, by Brunei Debaines: "Portrait
of a Youth," after Masacclo. by I*eopuld Klameng, io.
"French Artists of tho Present Day," a series of
twelve t'ae-slmilo engravings after pictures by Gerome,
Rosa Bouheur, Corot, Pierre Billet, Legros, Ch. Jaequo,
Voyvassal, Hebcrt. Julea Breton, fcc., with biographi-
cal notices by Rend Menard; folio, tastefully bound In
cloth, gilt. Tho bound volume ol tho I'ortf'Uio for 1875
Is one ot tho handsomest of gift books. Volumes one
aud two of //Art are no# ready, handsomely printed
on heuvy toned paper and Illustrated with several hun-
drcd engravings ou wood from drawings and pictnres
by colebrated eontomporary artists, examples of antique
aud modern sculpture, objects of art industry In all
branches and a series of superbly ex< cuted etchings by
the best living etchers, executed expressly for this
work, being principally trom the moro noticeable pie-
tares exhibited in the salons vf Europe, carefully
printed on Holland paper. Among the contributors to
theso volumes are some of the best known writers on
art Each volume contains upward ol twenty etchings
and nearly 2U0 woodcuts, facsimiles, &c.

HKNUY HOLT A CO.
"The Family Record Album" is offered by this Arm

as a holiday book. The young couple just starting out
In lite would do well to possess themselves of this
handsomely bound sol of b anks to record the memorial
ot their family lives. Not domestic \roil», but births,
deaths and other interesting events. Twine's works, j
new uniform edition in three volumes, aro a valuable
addition to the library. Last year's gill books, "Vers
do SocldUS" and the "Taihe-Dore Pyrenees" are atiU
favorites and justly.

O. W. CARLRTOX A CO.
G. W. Carleton A Co. Oder no spccial .holiday book of

their own, but they keep those of every inhor publisher,
and their counters display a fine line of tancy articles.
The popular authors lor whom this house publish are
always welcome whether in holiday garb or plain work-
n day dress. Augusta J. Evans, Mary J. Holmes,
Marlon Harland and Mrs. Fleming, amoug American
novolists, have bo.>la of readors who are glad to seo !
them at any and all times. The "Culprit Fay" is
always in order as a Christmas book, and Mr. Talboy's
"Woht India Pickles" are palatable at any season.

b. i. balc a SOX.
A most appropriate Christmas book published by K

J. Hale Jt Son is Mr. Do Fontaine's "Cyclop.-edla of the
Best Thoughts of Charles Diekens;'* Paul H. Hayne's
"Mountain of the Lovers," with poems of nature and
tradition, is a pretty gift book, aud Maurice Thomp¬
son'* "Hoosier Mosaics" is just the book for Western.
John to writ* his Susan's name In on Christmas morn¬
ing.

nonn a itrad.
This young Arm are celebrating their first holiday

Season in their new store, which is one of the most in¬
viting ou Broadway. Among their most recent books
are Mrs. Charles' "Diary of the Bertram Family;""Elsie's Womanhood," by Martha Finiay, and the vol-
umea comprising the "Hall Hour Series." The pro-lifle, John 8, C. Abbott has Jusl added "George Well¬
ington and the Revolutionary War" to his series of
"Amorlcun Pioneers and Patriot* " Boys who lovo the
heroic will enjoy thi* series, The "Sac*)d Tabernacle
of the Hebrew*," by Re?. E. B Atwater, D. D., is
a handsomely gotten up volume, with fifty Ulusirnilons,
Edward Garrett's story books are interesting as Sundayschool books. This firm publish the Rev, John Hall'*
work* and Rev. E. P. Roe* works. Sixty live ihon-
sand copies of theso latter have been sold. 'Turn Jest
to Earnest" is the latest addition to tho series, and Is a
pleasant story ot American llfo.

BOCTLBUUK a sox.
This English firm has a branch house In this city,where tome unusually attractive books are oflered.

Their "Dresden Oaliery" is a very elegant collection of
photographs from the picture* in this lamou* gallery.By way of general literature they have just published
the "Sunlight of Song," made up of poems, with origl-
nal music; "The Hamlet," an oda illustrated by Biraet
Foster, and the "Goldeu Harp Album." Them are no
more beautiful toy book* than those published by this
house and Illustrated by Walter Crane. They are
works of art, and will go a great way toward cultivat¬
ing the taste of a child.

SHRI.DOX a tX>.
Hhaldon k Co. ara ciosius out thoir ratal I trad* and j

offer ¦pedal Inducement* to purcha ern. A second m
riea of "Our Poetical Favorites,1' anil a purple hue edt
tioa ef "Huavoa m Song" are their holiday oOeriaga

MIHI'SLLANSOUS-
Kilbnrne Tompkins' ta*telully bonnd and carefull]

prepared n.ries of .'Selected Poems" bring good liter*
ture within the reach of all, for the poorest among ui
can afford ton cents for Goldsmith's "Deserted V'ti
lage," Schiller's "Bong of the Bell," mid other stan*
ard poems, particularly whim gotten up tn such attrao
fcve style.
"Point Lare and Diamonds," by George H. Bukor,Jr., published by F, H. Patterson, is a happy thoughtfor a Christmas remembrance. Mr Patterson will sool

pubilsti the "Amenities of Verbal Criticism," bj
Charles F. Cox, which promises to make some auiusiu|disclosures.

/AMRS K. osoopo S 00.
Of out of town publishers there are none who offei

any more beautiful holiday book of Amorlcan uuki
than "Habel Martin," published by this Ann and re¬
cently reviewed at length lu these columns. Mr. Whit'
tier has boen ably interpreted by Miss H&llock and Mr.
T. Moran, and the book is superbly gotten up. Kverj
taste may be grat'tled In Osgood's publications. Thos<
tn quest of high art will bn suited with the new edition!
of the "Raphael" and "Toschi" volumes, and the en¬
gravings from Landseer. "Child Life in Picturos" U
Illustrated front the works of Correggto, Coploy. Bot¬
rioids, Murillo and other masters, and Mrs. Shedd'l
famous painters and paintings. Mrs. V. J. Stillmau'i
"Poetical Localities of Cambridgo" is an attractive
work. As welcome a present as one need rare to give m
the little classic edition of Hawthorne, of which seves
volumes are already published, or the vest pocket se¬
ries. Then there Is Emerson's new volume of . Essays,''
that many will consider the book of the season, anil
Ntedruan's "Victorian Poets," and poems by Bayar.t
Taylor, Cranch, Lalhrop, Drowning and hosts ol
others.

ROBKKTS BROTH MRS.
"The Shepherd l^ady," by Joan Ingelow, Is the great

holiday work of this house. It contains some of Miss
Inflow's best mi well as newest versos, and Is beauli-
fully illustrated by Miss Halh>ck, Arthur Hughes, Sol.
Eyllnge and Mitchell Hamerton's "Etchings ami
Etchers" Is HUed with specimen's of tho author's skill,
and is written in his usual attractive style. The urt
lover will lind "A Painter's Camp," "The Unknown
River" ami ' Thorwaldsen's Life and Works" amoug
tho publications of this firm. The lover of poetry will
revel in the works of tho KosseUis, Joaquin Miller,
Miss Preston and William Morris. Roberts Brothers
otter a tempting array of children's books, among
which are Miss Aluott's "Eight Cousins,'1 Su*,ut
Coolidge's "Nine L'ttle Goslings," Ned Forrest's "Mice
at Piay," P. Thome's "Jolly Good Times" and Miss
Ewiny's "Six to Sixteen."

OTMUR BI78TO* FIRMS.
Emerson's (not R. W.) "Trnos and Shrubs of Massa¬

chusetts," in two volumes. Little At Brown, is one of,
the must elaborate books of the year. It Is protusely
Illustrated, and treats of the flora of many other Stales.
This firm publishes such modern standards as Carlyle,
Rusktn, Thackeray, Michelet and Mill. The "Mansions
oi England in the Olden Tunc" U one of their hand¬
somest books.

Lee k Sliepard have a very pr«tty holiday boolf In
"Nearer, My God, to Thee," wiui full page illustrations,
byMisaL. B. Humphreys. Among their most attractive
books aro "The Great Bonanza," "The Pour Footed
LovorSj" "Tho River of Dreams and Other Po"ms,"
"un« Hundred Gems from tho Loudon Art Journal,"
"The Asbury Twins," by Sophie May: "Tho Reading
Club," and many others that will turn the beads oi ih«
children with delight

William P. GUI ii Co. have a One holiday book It
"Laurel Leaves," uniform with "Lotos Leaves." It
U made up of papers and poems, chiefly of Bostos
writers, and Is prolukcly Illustrated. The "Horn oi
Plenty" m another attractive holiday book, which con¬
tains choice selections and illustrations. A timely
publication by this Arm is a volume coutaluiuj
Dickons' Christmas stories.

j. a urpmcoTT k co., Ac.
"Contemporary Art" is one of tho handsomest

books of tue season; It contains thirty etchings and
colored plates alter original pictures by eminent
artists of the present day. This Urtn also offer "The
Amazon aud Madeira Rivers" and "Allibone's Pros'
Quotations," containing nearly fl.000 quotations from
tAi authors, an Invaluable book of rolcrencs.
"lrvlng's Christmas Legends" are just Issued by this
firm, profusely Illustrated and handsomely printed
Among their latest publications aro "Tho Literature ol
Kissing," a book of amusing*Interest, aud "Sidney
Lanier's Florida."
Porter k Coatos publish a timely book, entitled

"Evening Amusements for Every Ono." Their "Haudy
Volume l'oets,"" in ten volumes, leather bindings, gilt
tops, id neat cases, will tempt the nimble sixpence.
Mr. Joseph Coatos suggests that his publication, "The
Count de Paris' History of the Civil War in America,"
will make a valuable Christmas present, and he is
right, uo doubt.

T. B. Peterson & Brothers offer cheap editions ol
Dickens, Dumas, Scott and other popular writers, aud
sets of Mis. Southworth, Mrs. De 1'uy aud Mrs. Wood.

LITERARY CHIT-CHAT.

Mr. F. 0. Grovo's book on' "The Frosty Cau¬
casus" opens a new flold for those afflictod with the all-
absorbing passion for mountaineering. It conveys
much information on a very Interesting and almost un¬

trodden country.
A formidable undertaking tn translation of the entire

works of Proudbon is contemplated by Mr. B. R.
Tuckor, of Princeton, Mass. The flrst volume, under
the title of "What is Property 1" will soon appear.
The American Catholic Quarterly Renew will be com¬

menced in January, at Philadelphia, by Messrs. Hardy
k Mahoney.
The London Bookteller says the people who are food

of uncut books are not bound to give any reason for
their fancy. "One might as well ask why evory literary
Scotchman thinks himself capable of editing the Time*,
or why conservatives have such Intense faith In Mr.
Disraeli." The love of cutting open a now book Is an

Idiosyncrasy with which few Americans can sym¬
pathize.
Tho Prayer Gauge Debate of Professor Tynd.oll, Fran¬

cis Gaston and others, against Dr.' McCosh, the Duke
of Argyll and the Spectator, of London, will soon be
published by the Congregational Publishing Society of
Boston. *

Several centennial histories of the United States
and a lot of rival centennial cook books aro announced
by various publishers. Somo of them are not aware

that a court of tho United States has decided that no

one can secure by copyright or otherwise a monopoly
of the word "centennial," as applied to a book or any
article of manufacture. The exclusive right apper¬
tains to the contents, and not to the words of Jhe
title.
"The Memoirs of the Lato Charles G. Finney,V the

Oberlin revivalist, written by himself, are in the press
of A. S. Barnes k Co.

Mr. Charles Sotheron has written a little book on

Percy Bysshe Shelley, as a philosopher and roforuer,
which C. P. Somerby, of New York, will print.

Oliver Optic's Magazine is now added to the long list
of perishrtl Juvenile periodicals.
"An Englishman's History of the United States," by

John A. Doylo, published by Macmtllan, is praised by
the Saturday Review as clear and simple, accurato iu
facts and meritoriously (ree from prejudice.
An elaborate defence of Prince Bismarck's policy

against the ultramontanlsts Is M. Ernest Stratum's
"L'Etat Moderne ct TEglise Catholique en Allomagne,"
published at Geneva.
Recent French literature exhibits no really good

works in novels or in poetry.
The late Bishop G. W. Doane's p#ooms are to be pub¬

lished under tho title of "Songi by the Way."
Edmond About bos a long article lo the Athenaum

on M. Taine's "L'Anclen Regime," which he says is
the work of a rctlned and lettered man, but of one

prejudiced deeply in favor of the privileged classes,
who Is still compelled by the mere facts he records to
Justify the rebellion of the peopla "Never," says
About, "has a book been written against the Revolu¬
tion so full of arguments In favor of the Revolution."
Thomas Carlyle was eighty years of age on the 4th of

December.
Mr. Swinburne's new play on the Greek model la out,

and has about 1,700 lines.
Boccaccio's centenary was celebrated at 6ertaldo on

the 21st of December.
The anthropology of the voyage of tne Austrian

frigate Novara has appeared at Vienna, and Is devoted
to the craula.
To the roll of enthusiastic collections of obscure poets

Is to be added the name of Lord Houghton, who has
much Increased his collection during bis visit to
America.
Mr& Oliphaat's Christmas story, "An Odd Couple,"

forms a charming supplement to the London Graphic.
The prize of twenty-five guineas for the best essay

on "The Application of Sanitary Science to Aural Dis¬
tricts" drew out nineteea essays, and the prise was

awarded to Mr. C. F. Gardner, whose work will soon be

published
Mr. Gladstone drops theological polemics for his

ancient flame, classical criticism, In a new book on

'The Time and Place of Homer In Histifry," which
Macmlllan k Co. will print.

Mr. Serjoant Cox will publish his book on the
"Mechanism of Man" oarly in January.

EVENING AUCTION SALES.

Several days ago ftessrs. Leavitt 4 Co., a well known
auction bouse, widely advertised the sale of a large
quantity of art furniture, a surplus stock remaining In
the warehouse of Messrs. Herter Brothers, of No. S77
liroadwuy. The sale was to have taken place last even¬
ing About three in tho afternoon a messenger from
the Mayor's oillre called upon the auctioneers tnd noti¬
fied thern that if the auction proceeded they itould lay
themselves open to arrest. Word >m at once sent to
the owners, but, of course, tt came too late for any ac¬
tion, and qntUi a number at oroaoec'.ive buyers were
disappointed. *


